
NICK MANTAS   |   CITY COUNCILLOR

TORONTO CITY HALL
Suite A1-100 Queen St. W.   |  Toronto, Ontario M5H 2N2  |  416 392 1374  |  councillor_mantas@toronto.ca   
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

TORONTO, ONT. — April 17, 2026 — 

Councillor Nick Mantas welcomed Michela Favaro, Deputy Mayor of Torino, Italy, to Toronto 
for a formal visit that builds on the relationship first established during an official meeting in 
Torino in 2023.

Discussions focused on deepening collaboration in innovation, youth opportunity, higher 
education, sustainability, and economic development, with both cities expressing strong 
interest in advancing practical, results-driven partnerships.

A central theme was youth engagement within each city’s technology and innovation sectors. 
With established incubators and strong academic institutions, Toronto and Torino are well 
positioned to foster exchanges among students and young professionals. The conversation 
explored opportunities to strengthen connections in learning, skills development, and 
employment within the innovation economy.

Beyond youth initiatives, the meeting also highlighted broader economic potential. As 
emerging technology hubs, both cities discussed ways to support entrepreneurship, 
encourage business partnerships, and enhance connections between their local economies.

Sustainability and smart city development were also key areas of alignment. As members 
of the same international smart cities network, Toronto and Torino can collaborate on urban 
innovation, circular economy strategies, and environmental leadership. Torino’s commitment to 
achieving carbon neutrality by 2030 was noted as a strong example of forward-looking policy 
that can inform future joint efforts
.
The meeting concluded with a shared commitment to ongoing dialogue and a clear path 
for continued collaboration, reflecting a mutual interest in delivering tangible benefits for 
residents, institutions, and businesses in both cities.

“Today’s meeting was an important step in strengthening the relationship first established in 
Torino in 2023,” said Councillor Nick Mantas. “Toronto and Torino share key priorities, including 
artificial intelligence, sustainability, education, and youth opportunity. I am confident this 
partnership will lead to meaningful opportunities for our communities.”

“It was a pleasure to continue this dialogue and build on the foundation established in Torino,” 
said Deputy Mayor Michela Favaro. “Our cities share a strong commitment to innovation, 
sustainability, and supporting the next generation. I am encouraged by today’s discussion and 
confident it will lead to deeper cooperation in the years ahead.”

The visit was further marked by a handwritten note from Deputy Mayor Favaro, expressing 
appreciation for the warm welcome and reaffirming the growing friendship between the two 
cities.


